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HON IAIN DOUGLAS MacLEAN 

Condolence Motion 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [3.55 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That this house expresses its deep regret at the death of Iain Douglas MacLean, a former member of the 
Legislative Council for the North Metropolitan Region and places on record its appreciation for his long 
public service and tenders its profound sympathy to his wife and members of his family in their 
bereavement.  

Iain MacLean will be remembered as an unpretentious, warm-hearted and strongly committed parliamentary 
representative of the Liberal Party and of the northern metropolitan suburbs.  

His sudden death just after Christmas at the age of 55 came as a deep shock to his many friends, colleagues and 
supporters. The son of a career soldier, Iain was born and grew up in South Perth. He attended Kent Street Senior 
High School and while still in his teens joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1971. In a nine-year career as a 
leading seaman he specialised in electronics technical systems, with courses in Britain and Italy. He served on 
six different RAN ships with tours of duty in the far east and the Pacific and gained valuable leadership skills.  

On leaving the navy he worked in sales and marketing and warehouse administration and subsequently studied 
for a Diploma of Business Management. During this time Iain became an activist for his local community. He 
was a Parents and Friends Committee member of both Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Primary School in 
Girrawheen, and of Mercy College, Koondoola. Most notably, for 1983 he was president of the Girrawheen-
Koondoola Recreation Association. He was remembered and honoured for instituting the Girrawheen Australia 
Day breakfast, an occasion of fellowship that built community spirit.  

His strong convictions led him to join the Liberal Party in 1989. He then became a branch president of the 
Cowan division. In 1991 Iain MacLean was a new candidate when the Liberal Party selected its team for the 
North Metropolitan Region of the Legislative Council. He spoke well and his supporters urged that he be 
selected on the ticket as a candidate with future potential. He won the ballot for the fifth position and 
campaigned hard as part of a team that had four members elected in the 1993 election.  

Iain MacLean deepened his political and community experience that year when he was elected president of the 
Liberal Cowan division. He joined the Liberal Party state executive and was elected as a councillor to the very 
popular south ward of the City of Wanneroo. In his two-year local government service, he worked for recycling 
and the retention of open space, most notably the Koondoola regional bushland. When Hon Bob Pike died 
suddenly in April 1994, Iain MacLean was elected on 23 May in the subsequent recount as a member of the 
Legislative Council for the North Metropolitan Region. He displayed confidence and dignity in taking on the 
role of a member of Parliament in such unexpected and tragic circumstances. In this chamber he was a forceful 
debater and a strong advocate for the northern suburbs of Perth. Iain was not destined to have a long career in the 
Legislative Council and, indeed, resigned before the expiry of his term to contest the Legislative Assembly seat 
of Wanneroo at the December 1996 general election. As one of the 15 MLCs in the history of the Legislative 
Council to have had a subsequent career in the Legislative Assembly, he was far from taking an easy option.  

The redistributed seat of Wanneroo had the narrowest of margins for the Liberal Party, as a number of suburbs 
had been transferred to the new seat of Joondalup. Not only did he have a small majority but also this was 
combined with the largest enrolment of any district, comprising nearly 29 000 voters. With Hon Ray Halligan as 
chair of his campaign and after vigorous doorknocking in suburbs from Clarkson to Marangaroo, Iain MacLean 
won a hard-fought victory by just under 800 votes out of 25 000.  

It is more than likely that without Iain as its candidate, the Liberal Party would not have won this seat in 1996. 
For the next four years Iain MacLean was a conscientious and dedicated member for a large and growing outer 
suburban electorate. He did not hesitate to put the case for his electors with persistence and pugnacity. Growth 
patterns and the changing electoral tide made it very unlikely that Wanneroo could be retained for the Liberal 
Party, but Iain continued to serve the electorate and to campaign with great energy. By February 2001 there were 
a record 37 700 electors in Wanneroo, and Iain was defeated by 3 800 votes. For the next four years Iain 
MacLean served as an electorate officer for Hon Cheryl Edwardes, where his knowledge of the demography and 
the concerns of the northern suburbs were widely appreciated. He continued to serve his community and the 
Liberal Party, and in 2008 he was the chairman of the campaign for Joondalup. 

We extend our deep sympathy to Tess MacLean and to their four children, Rebecca, Samuel, Gary and Megan, 
and to his partner, Chris. Again, I served in this house with Hon Iain MacLean, who was a very conscientious 
and decent person and I am very, very saddened at his premature passing. 
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HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [4.00 pm]: On behalf of the 
members of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I join in adding our condolences on the passing of Iain 
MacLean. As we have heard, Iain MacLean came into the house as the member for North Metropolitan in May 
1994 in circumstances that he could not have expected as a result of the untimely death of the then member, Hon 
Bob Pike. Iain MacLean left the Legislative Council in November 1996 and, as we have heard, successfully 
contested the seat of Wanneroo and he remained in the Legislative Assembly for a considerable period. 

Iain MacLean, as we have also heard, was a man of strong convictions and had a reputation for being a forthright 
politician. Sometimes the term “forthright politician” can be code for somebody who perhaps might attract 
critics or criticism. However, those of us who aspire to be professional in our politics know that the politicians 
who do not stick their necks out and who are not forthright and adamant in their views, particularly when 
fighting for the rights of their constituents, are politicians who are not doing their job as they should because that 
is what we are paid to do. I am advised by those who knew Iain that his reputation for being a fierce advocate on 
behalf of his constituents was well earned. 

As we have heard, Iain had a strong history in community activity, certainly prior to and during his period of 
service as a representative of Western Australians, as a parent on the local parents and friends associations and as 
a councillor for the City of Wanneroo. We also heard that one of his lasting legacies was playing a key role in 
the establishment of the Girrawheen-Koondoola Australia Day community barbecue—one of Perth’s most 
popular community functions with up to 3 000 people attending. Those functions were sponsored by local 
businesses and enabled the community to come together to celebrate breakfast on Australia Day and such is the 
popularity of the event that it is still held today. 

On behalf of the members of the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I pass on our condolences to Iain MacLean’s 
family and friends on his passing. 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.03 pm]: I also add the condolences 
of the members of the Nationals in Western Australia on the passing of Hon Iain MacLean. We pass on our 
condolences to his family. 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan — Minister for Transport) [4.03 pm]: I wish to record my 
sadness when I heard the news that Iain MacLean had died so suddenly. The late member was something that we 
are sometimes accused of not having enough of in this day and age—a member who is colourful and who has 
personality. Iain had that in spades and in his own particular way. 

I did not have the honour to serve with Iain in this house; he departed just before I arrived. However, I had the 
pleasure of being a parliamentary colleague of his throughout the Parliament in which he served in the 
Legislative Assembly and I served my first term in this place. Even though Iain was gone from this chamber 
when I arrived, his legend lived on. We heard from the honourable Leader of the Opposition about what a unique 
contribution Iain was capable of making. Indeed, it is still occasionally spoken of when some of us discuss 
standing orders and the meaning of one or two of the standing orders that relate to the truncating of debate and 
motions that questions be put. That was Iain; he was full of personality and he was prepared to have a dip—
always prepared to have a go. He had a go when he won from position number five on an upper house ticket and 
he contributed a lot towards the winning of the four positions that ultimately meant that when a vacancy 
occurred, he could accrue that. He then showed a lot of character and a lot of courage to leave towards the end of 
1996 to stand for a very difficult Legislative Assembly seat. His efforts and those of his campaign manager were 
crowned with a quite rightful victory. Iain returned as a member of the Assembly and indeed let his presence be 
felt. 

After Iain retired from public debate and the focus that people have on members in this place and another place 
in particular, he was still prepared to have a go, and he did. He did not go away; he remained active and 
involved. I would come across him not infrequently, and inevitably he was pursuing a cause of assisting people 
either in their private lives or in trying to get them elected for the party that he had supported, which in turn had 
supported him over the years. 

I am dismayed when I find that someone who is of Iain’s relatively young age and for whom I harboured a deep 
personal affection has suddenly departed from us. Our sadness should be eased by the knowledge that we had the 
benefit of knowing him, and I hope that that is a level of comfort that his family will also enjoy. However, I 
particularly want to express not only my regret at his premature passing, but also my pleasure in the fact that I 
got to know Iain and shared his company over a number of years. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [4.07 pm]: I am one of those increasingly few members who had the 
opportunity to serve in this house with Iain MacLean. I have to say that on learning of his death I was quite 
distressed. Iain was one of those people who was different in his approach to life. He was very much a red-
blooded representative; he was always a person who saw his role as working for the community whether he was, 
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as Hon Simon O’Brien has just said, a community member or a member of Parliament—it made no difference to 
him whatsoever. He saw his role in life very clearly as a servant of the community. 

The Leader of the House made the point that Iain’s father was a career soldier. Immediately after leaving Kent 
Street Senior High School, Iain enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy in 1971. People might remember that in 
1971 we were right in the middle of the Vietnam War, so he enlisted in the Australian armed services at the 
height of the Vietnam War. He was certainly not a person short of courage, and the fact that he went and had a 
dip at the Legislative Assembly seat of Wanneroo took some courage. That was never going to be an easy thing 
to do because although we ought to recognise that that was an election in which Labor did not perform all that 
well, he went into the election for that seat knowing that the Australian Labor Party was running probably one of 
its most formidable candidates that had never been elected, Liz Prime, in what was going to be a very, very 
tough election. Having won the seat, he then took on probably the toughest and most difficult seat to represent in 
Western Australia at the time. It was a huge seat with almost 29 000 people, as I think the Leader of the 
Opposition said. It was a very diverse electorate that was rapidly changing; it adopted at each election virtually a 
whole new electorate of demographics. It was not an electorate, I imagine, that could ever be taken for granted. It 
was a very difficult electorate to service, but Iain seemed to regard that as his role in life. That was his challenge. 
He wanted to have a go, and that is the way I will remember Iain. I will remember him fondly as someone who 
served those few months in this house with us—I think it was about 17 or 18 months. I extend our condolences 
to his partner, Chris, and to his former wife, Tess, whom I have met, and to their children, Rebecca, Samuel, 
Gary and Megan, who have lost Iain many, many years before they would reasonably have expected to be his 
time. I will certainly always remember Iain very fondly. 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Energy) [4.10 pm]: I also stand in support of 
the condolence motion for Iain MacLean. Iain was born in 1953. He went to Kent Street Senior High School. 
Iain joined the Royal Australian Navy at the age of 17 years. He trained and served as an electronics technician 
on the Stalwart, Derwent, Parramatta, Stuart, Kanimbla and Swan. He married Tess in 1975 and they had four 
children. Iain and his family lived in Girrawheen until his election as the member for Wanneroo in 1996. 

The thing that was most attractive about Iain and that was most evident to me was his passion for the local 
community. That passion has become quite evident from the comments that have been articulated thus far today. 
He was always a strong advocate for local issues. For example, he was a member and former president of the 
Girrawheen-Koondoola Recreation Association in the early 1990s, using the association to lobby the City of 
Wanneroo for services and projects for the benefit of the community. As has also been mentioned, he introduced 
the Girrawheen Australia Day breakfast, where he secured sponsorship from local businesses and the local 
council to provide the traditional Australia Day barbecue. He used this opportunity to give back to the 
community by standing all morning with his family to cook breakfast for the community. He was elected as a 
councillor for the City of Wanneroo in 1993 and again worked tirelessly on behalf of his constituency. 

He joined the Liberal Party in July 1989. His membership brought a different perspective to the Liberal Party 
organisation insofar as he was a real battler. His view of the world was perhaps a little different from the more 
traditional view of the party organisation at that time. He was elected a member of the Legislative Council in 
1994 as a result of the sudden passing of Hon Bob Pike. He approached this role with the same passion as he had 
displayed previously by advocating strongly on behalf of his community on local issues. He worked tirelessly in 
this position and located his office in the township of Wanneroo. During this time, he represented the Liberal 
Party strongly in the northern suburbs by attending to constituent inquiries and participating in the activities of 
many community groups and associations. He was rewarded for this hard work by his constituents when he 
decided to enter the lower house in 1996 as the member for Wanneroo. During this time, he never forgot his 
constituents and did all he possibly could to assist them with their issues. 

I vividly remember a particularly robust Liberal Party state council meeting in 2000, when Iain, in no uncertain 
terms, told the then Premier, Hon Richard Court, and the full state council what he thought of a government 
decision that had been made that did not favour Wanneroo. That was my first real contact with Iain, and his 
passion for his constituents was quite evident. 

In 2001 he lost his seat and returned to private life, continuing his active membership of the Liberal Party and 
community organisations such as Lions and the Wanneroo Agricultural Society. During this time, he 
commenced a degree in human resources at Edith Cowan University and was near completion prior to his 
premature passing. I developed a strong and valued friendship with Iain over the past decade and I always 
enjoyed his company. I found his brutal honesty quite refreshing. I very much appreciated his loyalty and 
admired his lifelong commitment to serve the community. I extend my sympathies to Rebecca, Megan, Samuel 
and Gary and also to Tess and Chris. 
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HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [4.14 pm]: I also join in the condolence motion for Iain 
MacLean. Iain and I did not have a great deal in common. My first connection with Iain was through the Liberal 
Party and the Cowan division, of which he spent time as president. We both entered this chamber in the same 
manner—via a recount. However, we were not in the same chamber together; when I entered this place, he of 
course was in the Assembly. 

Iain stood for the seat of Wanneroo, which, as has been mentioned, was a very difficult seat to try to win. I was 
fortunate enough to work with Iain and see some of the capacity and commitment he displayed in trying to win 
that seat. He knew it was going to be particularly hard, as did Tess and a number of their older children, but they 
all worked together. I can assure members that Iain worked particularly hard and, of course, as we know, he 
succeeded on that particular occasion. As has been said by other members, Iain was known for the work he did 
in the community, for his Australia Day breakfast and for the fact that he was a very strong advocate for the 
Koondoola open space when, I understand, it was likely to be lost as open space. Iain felt very strongly about the 
matter, as did many other people in the area, and he worked particularly hard to ensure that the open space 
remained there for the community. Of course, it is still there today. 

During his time in the Liberal Party and my connection with him in that party, his efforts gave some insight into 
his capacity within the community, and I suggest that this translated into his period in each chamber of this 
Parliament. I do not think it would be unreasonable to suggest that Iain was a simple man who felt very strongly 
about justice and equality for his constituents. When we talk about this chamber, of course we are talking about 
the constituents in the North Metropolitan Region, of which there are nearly 400 000, so he had a big task on his 
hands, but it was not one that he shirked. He worked particularly hard for those constituents and was more than 
willing and able to take on the then Premier, Richard Court, when he believed his constituents’ needs were being 
ignored. In fact, he was quite happy to do so. There was no thought that it was not a career-enhancing move. He 
had a job to do; he was elected by these people and he had every intention of ensuring that they had the best 
representation that he could possibly provide. He will be remembered by a great number of people who knew 
him, who worked with him and who were supported by him. I pass on my condolences to Tess and his new 
partner, Chris, and to his children, Gary, Megan, Samuel and Rebecca. 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.18 pm]: I will briefly add a couple of 
comments on the condolence motion. I also served with Hon Iain MacLean in this chamber. I endorse all the 
remarks of previous speakers about Iain’s contribution to the community, the Parliament and the Liberal Party. I 
want to mention one memorable occasion in this house that Iain was responsible for. I remember it well because 
I was the Chairman of Committees sitting in the chair that you are now sitting in, Mr President, during the debate 
on the industrial relations legislation. Iain came to this chamber about a month after the legislation was 
introduced. He had obviously come from the Wanneroo City Council, where, I gather, debate was pretty 
vigorous and partisan at times, and there were ways and means of silencing some people in the council. Iain sat 
in this chamber for a couple of weeks, listening at length to the debate on the industrial relations legislation. He 
had obviously decided that he had heard enough and, unbeknown to any of us on this side of the house—the 
government and the Leader of the House at the time, I am sure, would vouch for that--he took the opportunity 
when one speaker sat down, and with a couple of speakers left to speak on the debate, to jump up and move that 
the motion be put. It was a pretty awkward moment, I have to say, for me as the Chair, as Hon Kim Chance will 
remember. I felt that I had no option but to accept the motion and to put the question. The government was 
caught off-guard, as much as anybody, and felt, I think, that it had no option but to support its member, and 
hence the vote was taken and the debate was concluded on the second reading. I think even Iain MacLean would 
acknowledge that it did not really achieve very much, because the debate during the committee stage took extra 
time. It probably cost us another week rather than saved us a week. That is, I think, a reflection on Iain’s 
approach to life: he had heard enough, he had made up his mind and decided that he did not want to hear any 
more, and there were provisions in the standing orders to do something about it, so let us do it. He added that 
brutal honesty to this chamber.  

I also wish to convey my condolences to the family and friends of Iain MacLean.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths): I thank members who have spoken on this motion of condolence 
with respect to the passing of the late Mr Iain Douglas MacLean.  

I knew Iain first as a fellow member of the Legislative Council. We served together in this house from the time 
of his election in May 1994 until Iain resigned from the house to contest the seat of Wanneroo at the 1996 
election, and a number of members who have spoken have commented on that transition. I later had quite a bit to 
do with Iain. For a number of years he and I served together on the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated 
Legislation. In both those circumstances, I think I came to know him quite well. What has been said of him is 
very accurate. He was very forthright. I found him very honest, but I saw a side of him that many did not see as 
clearly as did those of us who had the opportunity and privilege to serve with him on the Joint Standing 
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Committee on Delegated Legislation, because he was a very, very thoughtful member indeed. He brought a lot 
of commonsense to his role. He was a very decent man. His death was untimely. He had only just turned 55. 
Like Hon Kim Chance, I was very shocked to hear of his death. I was able to attend his funeral, and I note the 
very high regard that members of his community have for him.  

Members, I will pass on copies of today’s Hansard, in accord with our custom, to members of Iain’s family, and 
ask you to rise in your places to show your support for the motion.  

Question passed, members standing.  
 


